[Immunological pathogenesis of collagenosis].
The present paper contains an analysis of the essential factors which combine in the pathogeny of autoimmune illnesses, using Systemic Erythematous Lupus as a prototype. These patients present a hyperfunction of B lymphocytes due to either an intrinsic defect of these cells or disorders in the cells which regulate them which is translated into a high response to nuclear and lymphocytary antigens. The formation of circulating immunocomplexes in these patients would be responsible for the inflammatory vascular and tissue lesions which they present when the Complement is deposited and activated. The antilymphocyte antibodies affect both the B as well as T lymphocytes, by activating the former and destroying the latter particularly the underpopulation of suppressing T lymphocytes. This is translated into a greater activity of the cells which produce antibodies.